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33T A3 T MG IS, Wied 7 Wt I 67 © I
I, U3 v fegt T I a1 wer J 3 &g 393 5%
ud » & SuEht g51 3HT W aT few wE fegt
EiCEUR) é‘gau AHSS dee J, ud 89 393 Adla
Yieg T 47 I5, ﬁ@@e@zm%m@é‘?n@a&
T oM J&f fa gan © aH J&t fa fari sfemmet © 3y
feg fai 393 & feg yam uge & adf fizer J 3
A3 GH & 99 ¥ I w3 »Ad 3 fom@ J AT g,
g 3t f331 Tg »ur fesms &dt, w9 feo I fa
A3 393 Yg & U, » § i & d€ I 836
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»yT Mied Adldd, HGHSE AF gomt, 3da3f, g3t
Ug §&% Ue, us 39 dd 3 MU TR wa T Idd
ged MEd 9 dd1 393t § S I, 363 I ¥,
ST, IBaT BT, WG &, Hds &% Wil U IIT=3T
HJ do¢ J, feg B8 Jd afde I it »ids mifds
T YUz i3 J1

dT 996 T § AeT fed e ge famr fa faz
3T Ie &9 foas o 76| fes-a3 v It 3 ufgar
Ty o U 3 far 3gt Wie 3? ug It & fem o
& »gan w3l ferft 3gF W&y T mr m 57% waT
Fger JI iy § 18, » § ug'E, » it gt
3 33t T TYagT ¥, MU I A UG I HIZ T
A1, feg A MU € 7 A feg » § w3
g, A gINS T WHaT J, YI13 T e 3 i
U2l feg Ao gy 13|

Ud IJ BHT I, 79 ©F BF I, HdY T HI=,
Hest © €8¢ J 997 3, &3t o5 f§a 9% Aed m
3 99 &df Ut AaeT| feH § fid Hest 3 Jf "E =T
3 U3 9F T wgan Ifenr I It Ant Gug T 917
T WIAH JIQ | WEdS § 936 HIG J4, HIG HI'S;
HIs 3 €9 & 76| HIS T WIAH &H J, 6339 o
feg <1, a1 A3 RSt 3 9% SUHaT| HdG feg <A,
AT’ HG ©f §2 9J! HIS & W »iur mi § dlaser
3, Hds € WHI »gT v 3 =Htard uSer I, Hds ©
WTHI W' H33d Jd HIs feg AHet yuz dder J,
IS &t YUt 3 I, N a9 & IS

g1 fea efg gt
Agar i 3 feg w3 7 A fenf o At

- nH3 VY, II-3 O

gOo-T9&™H

(1) fias I96 & »reHt /o © 33 der Aer J1 7e
Ho &t M= W8T Jaret J, fagh T W3se efenrt
MHIA IHS J9& H, 8T 3t fsam I Is: figt =
H&Ig UIHgg Jer J; @?FSHHM@EW@I
ﬁwwmww@@amﬂwwﬁ HS
2 297 faor %2 go1 foF WAES T 9% oWy o
o3 et 1 7 @a3 3w Hew dder J1 Af39g
&5d €2 & AE UEd gy Urfgnr Hi, AfgmE JEt-J&@t
fage gl wfenr & ey 3 2@ Ju| fhge et
Sfger #f It aHerg 981 Gt © former fHae Afzag
St rs| iy § adter 3, %Thﬁﬁﬁﬁ?%ﬂmsﬂ?sa&
Wo feg €7 <t e 92, 3 wE oz goEl 31 o
ufg-ufe far &% garet &7 Id 1 fan € gar &7 daaT
It 99r I, 7 I II& €t AHET &7 L 3

(2) <towt = et fer3Hs ¥9 UeT 9daT J, 7 fen §
AU &3 A 3F feg Qua 9% J, 3 »=Hd ¥9
W3d IS, HIH WeHET UeT JdeT d 3 Has! fder I

(3) fings &% et T eret ©g ¥ger J1 €9
»E wy § €9 Y13 I9r J1 R & 53 fea
et gfgme feg ofdet 31 It of 67 &
& Afgd 7T It Hedts Y3 Jet 51 8 mud
iy Jt glanet € 98 &df #er 33t © a3 ug
e I3, Wﬂé‘e?gfﬁ?ﬂ?wmwmhm%?sé‘r?ﬁr
yia; for em3 ot fa wé 3¢t 2ave 3, ug fon 99
aﬁwﬁwwgmeé‘zﬂmﬁ Jt-Jedt sfag
3 AR ST feaadsT feg Hew Jder JI
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(4) wmt fogAz § &t €3 J1 foore feg 3fde Ha
$ fizer 31 foons few Ifdfen # waedl Afsrge
J2 3t ya3t feg It gaee st Ut Gaer ot @
feer dfen fa fea wireHt & wiyet =get 3 799 § 3
3T, UJ 87 9& 3 98 feg "o ur fonTl »iAs
3% 3t AT § i3 I

(5) foome feg sfde I8, =foqrg & 36 93T J, ud
wgfanit 3 feara Ifger J1 fer 3g° foandt nreHt
MUE MRS &S gfgmm Ifemm Jer I1 mH et
T f&g g% J1 gt &t HI3 JIs' T sz Jat
nret fordt It 9t 31 fivgs @@ < He3 fam ©
g Jat &df afdet| et fsgHssr 3 HEE;BTT‘%H
nr At 31 fer o3 § o et I3at v ¥ger A
&ug w35, 7 fI9T T aHE T fifor I v To |
A 37" wHis 3 98 HU & fed At o1& Hig Adter
ﬁw&ﬁmawmﬁ fem 3gt €3
ot it It HaZ =B wiet § It nE wAT Jot
=g &dt HaeT|

(6) &3 fgg Jfen, duet feg fea mifgnHt A3 UH
nifen| Qg faR A € 9J Her 993 wie HE; 3 ust
Y 9ds feg d97 gider HtI ydt aie & 995 J9d
Al 3 HoAx 39 3 o3 © Uug 3 fag faar Hh
H 81 § faor, fa i3 um & »rEe 3 3F H3 Ue
wgd ale Ifgn™ a91 GH & IB8-IB feg I8 ¥is et
3 At I fammi

-grony fHftmr
S oo
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Htet [ 24§

ggT g7 THW ga=d 1 "Adidt
< 3. gous fiw Ug

@M%WWW?%@EW
GH & uaaT w3 2rf BT € HEEd WELHHY
ww?ﬁwﬁwmaﬁ@@wm@ﬁnaﬂ?
wéw@a‘aéa@aa@ua‘a@f‘ﬂwwa‘rw@@
wg O 3 IRRES T UN It § eelE
armr iz gt adt <5t wHtes odf e Ad oey
gor iy 3 39e <5 famr /1 Aoushrt §
gfgmr e HI G & geHT & TUR miBT &
gan oz fa ger fiw < gores o6t wgdt 31 €9
T 3t fap ug St TS <% fama fam A< fa g
w87 uR I A ot /i gerT 3 8F o nee-3eHt
3 3 Iz IF St fa ger fifw = g i3 A
HHI GF & U3 &I fa »iesd Hats edt §r =7 fUgr
IS W IIT TS| TIOEH &91% oW © Uz feg
golde ©f g2l H feg dgt fagr adt A g7 md3-
oS Gt du Hi, fegarg ¥gr feggT| g fiw & fer
df €led § Hag3 dI3Tl »g 2T 25 Iud € Har
& I o famur 3 fom et It § W9 fonrm e fw
UH 993 83t Her Ht 3 83 afmral 1715 & flmr feg
WTT Ws HAS 33 wied A df fdH3 a7 a3 Hfemm 3
7 €HE4, 1715 § e AW »ue 99 308 A H3 A
et AR fa[e3a 13T fom|
fa 93 § feq I8 99 @ €3 AEle ug der iy &dt
Hfon| fea @9 3t Tat T 3399 o' U famim Ht
fa fgae fiw 3 3ve9 s fed de =t 3@
gy g Hw & faar fa A B3 Haer &di| 3HT
g8 781 H odf aear fiée fiw e Eit At
dgiger Ifen HIhm3 MU At AH3 €3 famrm
ger AW »idr ot @9 &3 Tfonr ader |, ug fer
odt 8r 3 98 88 It feaes = @Rz 99 four fom
IS T UIT &dT BT
HY HIT® 3BT UJ d fd& wied 23 37 HaEgs
fan & Jga / ? iy g4 &% »iond ue Al 8F &
mewéw@%|mmﬂaﬁwﬁr
?Wwwmwmlfgﬂwuﬁéeﬂg
I T et iy o 33 I AS| OIS B 993 I
ffat 2 e 3zt o for et 9 o3 fa mfee
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&gt & Had' fsars it J | Tt fed I8 600 JUE,
23 H& €t Hadt 3 83 fAd aftmrg yuz 13|

WETHHE H'6 JIRded ®idd e fodt der fiw §
¥ I IEHT T HIHE UF 968 €7 H'E YU3 JI&T TgeT
H ug geAg & faar fa 3 &da It 30 3 »iue 8¢
& 91 feG| 3¢ QH g7 "adh uis 740 Sfent w3
€ H J9 Tha' ARz 0™l @8 & 98 fimnl GH & Afgntr
fa €/ g 8 F 7 It A HoHaISt &df Saret|
fer set GA & AUz gad 913 i3 fa i@ Hawt a9, fird
HIHT fent§ Jg fHa S€1 HEH BT T IZ3H 99 d
H3 # 313 fHa' € 39 I 3f gl g9 izl

g e Hw gged 3J &t weliat feg #a3 o
find feg g€ 99 d gt §73 faorfenr famr 3 @R
T &% It fea &9t 38eg 3t fhurdt fastent famr
3t fa wldt 3 fimgr 33 @ der i €935 & W38
9 3" B & 938 93 3T A1 GH & gHdIE U3
e 918 Fe 3 g '3 2t it ot #, o2 of oot
aet 7efiat feg 99 q fea-Tr €3 s 997 @ &< &t
ﬁm?%gﬁawwﬁ@w 3 fgore 91| I3t it st
T 32 Ufge® 3 gt 3 dar-adantt S st
JEMT HE | 29 gaedt, 1716 & €3 #gH ©f HI& feg
8o sl &3 {98 3% € Swe are| Byt Hae wast
&g 3IHHT YuT Bel 939t €9 ¥83 A |

feH AH 993 A'd HA®H'S »I3 g3 EiRTe! fef3amHarg
IHHETE g ¥R HS fa Gt & fam fea €t iy &
GuH &t St Ga HeE QY Y A7 feg
AT 3 Al fegt Miedt® uftmt & A fsaret H
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HIIMT U1 & greH gdHHMd & uTH @3, Jid w3t
&t =T w3 gt foen =8 753 foofes 323 9@
Jfgmirat < 22 fadt met faednt fafimr, Jarat 3t
ﬁ@%aww@w%mﬁmﬁmﬁm
Wé@mﬁ&ﬁwmaﬁwéwmﬂh

9 3 A-7 <t faredt fog vy B9t 2 ArovE gt
¢ 3% dizr wier 3 feg I3@H fEd Je3T gB
faari 12 vag, 1716 & AT Y gt Har I3 T2
J9 & Ufen Aier HE 13 H feH8™H UaH Uds 99 82
3 s g9 Aadt J, fox €t g S uad adf gefenrm
g iy § ¥6 39 3HJ € d Ufenr wer faor fa
et fag efer Ifowr 31 81 3 ot ¥rer H fan
yaeT G & gt <fter It st #1733 €7 um
Jer B fwt feg <3 foer Hh

MYd 9 16, 1716 & 9= AW & Wdie dds =
arer afemm @WW%ﬁqtfﬂa%BﬁH%?few
%qu'dlﬁﬂ&HﬁHd&%ﬁdsdm
ST i fam| Wﬁwsﬁuﬁs’w%wf‘a
fere 995 J95 I fa W3, 3t g fw B fao,
31 € ¥ 919 It = g »iaus fiw 61 <t 9
feg faarfonr famr 3 Jg feg g9 €37 @ gad fozr
fer & 938 991 ger Hw & wifigT 398 fesard 99
fa3r GH @ FoHE vew & °9 <t g3t feg gar v
d G e 33uTT fus dE d ger iy © o feg 35
T W3S 13T GH T @, Gud fiAd 5% ¥ 9 R
T HH AHdT &8 33 fapdT 3 919K HEHT yIEnt
et €T mfaos v3s 3 Bi3fgs y&sT fgorl €r e
Jat '3 fhge =fagrg wew <t ust H

Yo 13t »ils ue fer agg & Hae3 widt
YT Bt I3 fey Uarl € ger fw © foggg =
% Y F od1 d9fg famr 3 Ufegnr, fea gdld =t
ot feg €fgz H/t fa f&g fagr a=&wm HeGer? ger
NIT 919 A frfomit & guzr @ 9 39 féer I 3 g&H ua3H
mlwﬁﬁma@yﬂwmﬂs%ﬁ%a@@
39 famr 31 wifls us 3 fog Ufewr - ug 3R IR 3
393" 91d I AHJE J 3 Heeadrd J1 fed fer Fae
<t wt §g 3§ fag =t geger? ger fiw 3 faor -
Ha™ 319 fHaags J1 8T HE »ug 93 feg faer 3 Jue
wr fega I fagfa Gg #& fmmg gger J1 A9 =3 unit
<t Aar 8T gadt Qua dt © I feg »uE um Juar €
WEI HIaT T HES, I&ditad s, »idst fead saer Ji

Hoe & Ufost €1 o At wiy ot feg gt feg
B © ggr Ug < fo3r famr 3 fer © gme e 99
de fd3 98| 93 Yo 2fd AE 96 G §IW J famir
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3t 87 = fig de fosr famm faay < 8d-8¢t a9
I et dfswif & yiE @S y&g fo3t et

f&d 0 smet wde fefsom feg 93 We ug
Rt feg 993 JT Ja1 &t & ek & S R war
&% I38 dI3T famr iR far & & feg fom oy,
&t AoEs § It @939 o™l Afenr J1 feg wesr
Wy &t " ysAr Jg ©r feg iy 7 mdte dfenr
3t IS Wi s ¥ 83 I AH feg Qg ot ot
g famrm

gHa Qg Hdte I famr 3 w37 ule mt GH &
JGHI JI5 & THISmT Ug Uarg & 8313 I8 St Il
gt feg G AI-HE W3 it 2 fggar o8 fa3
3T H fa gr@H faAas oz fa vad 7 3 s 23
fiierat <t o, for e © Wea ger o3 e fifw
T mes / wHis SR &t I faoz fer § @ faor J1
g7 W 3t wdle I famr ug ggH3s faAst 3 wHis
ot Wdt vt Jq gmie feg <t &7 9a At

Ty f191st feg <A mel 7 Jt gdy U feg
afder H 3t BT I 73 = fegwr ot Jer fam 3
HA®HG dew diedlt &t Agel ©r af I # feg
Iz g iy 999 As oz 98 ®ge 3 94T SO
T 9N dae| fed fAd @ It iy A ger flw
7 iz <t Wt T nfang © & eur IaeT U
T EH3Td 3 &3 UGEB HA®HG J39 88 o G
T AEOE T 483 91 €7 vmHE U I Hdr
feg At @95 et foa® 3¢ As gad © 3T
J Al ws A% © AU AN feg G & fradhrt
JIHTIT ZIIEMT BT & It a2rg Jyg Hw i3 AEEd
HAT TRy nﬂUB%T&”IW & vl 3faer 3 fegt
Haetat St adintt Tt a1 Hear 1799 o8 HaTaTr
I3 i <t Feedt Jo ®d9 € a8 §°3 ursaet
fors sfentl GR T 939 fHawd, 3/<aHd, »EeTdl
W3 dUSMIE 3 e ST

Uend yds fiw mue fedg a3 feg faue T,
wr uzEt ds e Wt adt JeT fa 79T 9 AT dar 3
fegmr G twa fapr 3 937 F =T H&7 wirfen 31 A0
famrm w0 & wset i3t g st »iGer 6 & R
& IF 39 fid3n fed d wads Ad I feg wr AT
3¢ Q&7 € giAT 395 feg < gt Aet Saret s |

doee Algz . g ger w goweg - fes 3 yunt
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1. 9933 i
wog Hog gfsfeadt 3 |l
yag gt gt & feg-d
It J:-

s g9 ot I9¢ I
¥95 I AIHiEs yg A [
IGN Hifs fsddtia g *lS‘P*
s NI NI g g | PSS
HS AT AW AEE Heo
Il Houy s Jet His
g3t His 3fs Wia AN we ot I Safi® It o s
We W3 121 I8 Bfs It Feaifs 39 At Hafs Mt
g fodvs T8 We wienr fardt oW Samatizl g3
sfed ardt 30 AR AT Y Yo »umann ofg @ oy o3t
HIWIS 36 IH FIQTIS U (FIET HIST 4-9-99tD)

for mee © did3a Hald It fiwt & »mr <t =9
o 397 U fa3r| 93 993 w3t 3 He ot afonr
H Fos ferddt 9F feg o=t S 1 wo g9 ©
feaq, feadt © 9% 3 niadet it 93T ferma admt
A5l fesAa-mU € IH § 9% §6 feans-§ I GH
0 feg foraiesr firs oot #t, fim & 3 fog 9o o
3, WS 1Y w91 93 F 99 A Ue ofidzs I 7 fizr g
g3 feg & AT I, wfdzr fed In feg Hale a9 oer
J1 9n feg-6ud IH feg ot © 9 fegl ST U
J g fod U 3 »3s3T et 9dt, 39 nigeHie filw &
WIJETH AT I H3T & I8 €8 WaT Je-Hara™
Ht 9T gate-Ht 99 € »ie3T & agi
H3- Ao Ht =fddd 46 Ht 99 o'ad €<! 91d of AT
Ha3 ! I3 Aed ¢ T Hard vt ny © 83 839
T8 gg 3 fede THI € 3 feq 999 iy A3 um
g 3 YAS 996 Sl fd dia3s a8 dae I ? &g uaHHa
IHHI T T I 1wt Hiowr mea diger 97 (e
&g miremwr »ret: o @fdarg wWiv...v) | ¥ 98 Af399 &
fer we ufen At 7 daes § €739 3 famm Gn
TIIBY T Hae 3 §T mE SBar-1a S99l MEAE et
I AR e fog dedl 7 998 @9 99T &% IIJ
U e IS, Had M I feg fer fen 3 feg gear ur
feG 3t »idat =, A9 T3, I J=IT| B A AR #! A
o 99 A o AQdtl »y wee 9t I fa gyt =
‘Hes” Gat e wregH’ © J1 niedw € A3 &t € wiT
fore sfge G5f © Hies & HeGe Ifger J1 Ht 99
iy pyE wiy § g due A, ud »uE fesrdt mean
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& W3 &t T wiar IftdT 99T W wTEgH 7 I I8t
faag €7 = Jer J1 Dt oo = wigw Ff feo I fa
Wredl Wyt 3 8I8 J famm I wr 93 fa3r fapir I

HI3 fed miew »iret-gf, Haaw ! GF 93wy
3 It 3@ wdg diHie |
A3-AT HI13, 919 of fimiet aet Ao Aoz #ig! €79
nEgH &, mmwaé‘ﬁmﬁ@mwa@?
e T Agwsds w8s st Sat @ Wt fed fea e 9,
H A3 HAe & »ug €9 »Hst 3 wigae dfae wr fan
yuns § & 3 =3f3nr J1 feg wIw oa adf| Ast feear
A3 fe@He A3 Yd'3s dfat & 29 19 d UgH @78 Eiontt
& Judt ueht 3 9jF fod ga1 ot B3 & fegar ur &
85t T I 3 et feea € I I3 ddd HEHS &t
T »edIE d[0e dd¢ Jf| feens § die 9rdt de wrdter
3, Af399 T gan I- “AY I 9Ieg It Ef5 miege
g (gt W1 a @3-8)

A HIZ 99 o 4HT #g! feg # digzs <t
B3 Higurer J, fere fUg A3 Af39ET @ Ayde I<
3t G5t § Uz 3, ug 7 goEel 3 Adt AR fumr g,
&g J:-

fears & v, Uie 3 ufgse = 33 J1 fears &
WU mee &% imng 3, for It S3t fer St fga 3
godnt g1 fogt 337 T Uds 99 et feg A3t few
F3r 3fder I fegrﬂgwi‘%azﬁﬁanaﬁn%rfew
S Tt T N T 7Y I6 3 27 f2dU 9% UT Ia|
BT 29 fedu fod murdt It ot Ifde met It 3 yslt
Ht I 2T TS| OH TH 3B, IH IH &% g3 <3 IS
3 ¥9T 8% &t J1 feg 99 ©F vied IR U It g,
I I3 HWE &J1d U ¥ J&, a3t st &dt adnft|
Y3Y 20 JIE IS, AHS 39T & 3 31d II< & U Hag'
TH J I IS, HE T B3 Y G 5 I Wy fer
3T T ot feg imr g9 2 HY' feaat 3 7gF 33
feg afder I fo< gmrar a9t ? fag % §9 THI IHT
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& fonret ? fa2 »iger 921 ? gro 83 it Is, H €3t
f3€ ot ? Fm, dawr, =, e for 39t 918 O 99
Is| fier o faafen 3°? feers J9 28 7ot feg J,
feaat feg I, HETH v&% IJ Ts 3 HaSUT © 9% U 3J
JS5| §d I8 Al I3 & Wid d v He I 3 HES feg
gt @t gga3t dae yd waH feg &t ATl vy ©
Wed fea ver Ht 7o feag 3 G0 € ca an feg A=
T far GuI A feg s MU T g g R RE 9,
87 g i & 83 3 faat mnid Hies € »mag 3 i
iy feg e, Hge, fuger 3 eser J1 g muE
‘Hes-an’ T »murg 3 I-ferez Wiz afg faor oi-fse
HeY &df fgaT| g& e m & IR §, »iue Hies &
IH &, 7l T » feg mr AiE T J, IS famr J
fen & g ¥99 ¥ gead! BEdsT 8 UTed 3 3
ot »iAged feg U & WY ¥ 9F feg ot 3 A, fad
13 9€ Han € &d, »AB Yg&3 HEdsT, A8 YIidt
Y 291, AU € &3, JEis H8s ©f &9 "9,
fonast 3 w9 <t d91 QU 3 AT S, st feg U 3t
Yo’ ‘g <t I AHal 3 wE%sT w gogl feR B
o It 9T % He fodgs 3 IAdls I AeT I ud |
He 937 3wz 9, feagd o ymr &dt famr, daur
&% Bt &t famir, 89 Ha H »iu wied mu& 9H
feg ot wier 31 fegt safontt o1& dt G797 €75 #er
J Iy T IA e Hes IH S0 & Has3T
feg wE BT I figt & BH 9F @ Uds IHIT 2
Uz Ht Gaf wr He wied i vy ¥ 97 few Ifder
HHI 383 BgF & g aud 20t Hee fde Hh 29 q1g
oed ¥ ft §, BT add ¥y J did feg IH-feAHe
o gA-mgEr J1 GF J9-39 YEB3 w3 m few
I He § fa< feg femve & e 99 ® 3
fhzer 3, 7 wg feaat wigmt & s figer »y
gIHER TG -
femig o ferug I ferrg i ferne 3=
fermg gu ferng dani ferve s feafa w3
femime uGz feme uth ferme nEst 83fa fesrati
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Khalsa Raj on the Borders of Delhi:

The Valiant Banda Bahadur in Tagore’s Imagination

+¢* Dr. Chhanda Chatterjee

abindranath Tagore had devoted three of his writings
on the noble exploits of the Sikh hero Banda Singh
Bahadur. Of them two were poems and another was a
piece of prose. The prose piece Sikh Swadhinata with
which he started, was written very early in 1895 in the
youth magazine Balak published by his sister-in-law,
Jnanyadanandini Devi for rallying the youth of the country.
Tagore believed that the youth of the country must have an
awareness of the glorious heritage of their country in order
to proceed on the path of a bright future. Tagore was born
during an age when the country was being ruled by the
British. The text books of history that he was brought up
on during his school days seemed almost repulsive to him.
They were merely occupied with tales of the occupation of
the country by successive sets of invaders from the north-
western passes — the Turko-Afghans, the Mughals and
later on the European merchants from the coasts — who
initially came as traders but subsequently assumed the
position of rulers. Such unimaginative texts were bound
to breed a spirit of despondency in their readers and give
rise to a servile mentality. Students raised on such a diet
of repeated failures and dishonour were to grow into a
very timid and nervous lot, who would never be able to
rise above their state of subjection to foreign rule. If these
young minds were to be inspired to achieve something
great then they needed to learn of the noble exploits of
their ancestors. They were to achieve a state of mind where
‘life and death were like slaves at their feet and where their
heart was absolutely free’ (Jiban mrityu prayer bhritya,
chitta bhabanahin). The noble visage of the Sikhs and
the glorious tales of their martyrdom filled the country’s
youth with courage to dare their foreign masters at the cost
of their lives. Once they learnt that their forefathers had
defied and did not hesitate to pay with their lives to ascend
new heights of glory they too were inspired to defy all the
hurdles on their path and rise on the wave of greatness.
Tagore’s prose piece on Banda was characteristically
named as Sikh Swadhinata to indicate how the great
Banda Bahadur had taken Khalsa Raj nearly to the gates
of the Mughal capital at Delhi and had struck terror in
the heart of Mughal Generals and the Mughal Badshah
(Dilli/prasadkute/hotha barbar Badshahjadar tandra
jetechhe chhute). The essay started with how the Tenth
Guru, Guru Gobind Singh had left the responsibility
of fulfilling his mission of achieving the freedom of
the Sikhs to his trusted lieutenant Banda Bahadur. The
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Guru had met Banda during his stay at Nanded and
instilled the dream of establishing a free Khalsa Raj
by removing all traces of foreign rule from the Sikh
homeland. ‘It was one of the brats of Guru Gobind
Singh to free his nation from the oppressive foreigners’
Tagore had written, ‘and Banda took up that brat’.

Banda then started collecting the Sikhs from
everywhere around him. He stamped the imprint of his
valour on entire Punjab. Mughal rule was exterminated
from Sirhind. The ruler of Sirhind was killed. He
established a fort at Sirmur and occupied the entire
territory between the Sutlej and the Yamuna. His swords
were carried as far as the Saharanpur district, which he
turned almost to a desert. Desultory wars continued
with the Mughals and once the yellow flag of the Sikhs
flew on almost the whole of Punjab, Banda took up his
residence on the Jammu hills.

The death of the Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah
and the onset of the war of succession among his heirs
provided Banda with an opportunity to build a large and
very strong fort in the territory between the Ravi and the
Beas at Gurdaspur. The Subedar of Lahore proceeded
against the Sikhs and there was a deadly encounter. The
Sikhs lost the war. They then sent a Sikh contingent
to Sirhind. Bayazid Khan, the Governor of Sirhind
attacked the Sikhs. A Sikh stealthily entered the tent of
Bayazid Khan during the encounter and killed him.

Unnerved by this calamity, the Mughal Emperor
asked Abdul Samad Khan, the able Turani Governor of
Kashmir, to proceed against the Sikhs and sent a strong
Mughal force from Delhi in his aid. Samad Khan took
thousands of Turanis along with a cannon from Lahore
with him and pounced on the Sikhs. Initially the Sikhs
ravaged the Mughal forces but the endless stream of
Mughal forces at last forced them to lock themselves up
inside the fort of Gurdaspur.

Rabindranath Tagore gave a very poetic description
of the siege of the fort of Gurdaspur in a poem published
in the Bengali journal Prabashi in 1935. The poem
was named Sikh and was written to immortalize the
martyrdom of the young Sikh Nihal Singh. Let me quote
a few lines here to show how the poet had captured the
ambience of the siege —

The Mughal soldiers surrounded the fort of
Gurdaspur. The Sikhs were inside the fort and their
leader was Banda Singh
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No food entered the fort

All exits were closed.

Cannon balls were crossing the fort walls

From time to time

The horizons on all the four sides of the night sky
Looked blood shot in the glow of the light of the
torches.

There was no wheat or gram left in the store

There was no fuel either

Devoured by hunger they had to eat even raw flesh
Some tried eating the flesh of their own thighs
They reduced the barks and branches of trees to
powder

And prepared bread from it.

When at last all the food and water ran out in the
fort, Banda was compelled to surrender. Altogether 740
Sikhs were captured. In another poem of 1899 called
‘Bandi Bir’ Tagore compared Banda to a lion in chains
when he was being taken captive to Delhi. The Mughals
preceded him with the severed heads of the Sikhs stuck
on their spears. But the Sikhs never wavered and did not
know what fright was. They progressed with the words
‘hail to the Guru on their lips’.

Once the Sikhs were brought to Delhi, the Mughals
started sending them to the gallows. The place of
slaughter was also a witness to the courage of the Sikhs
and the resilience of their character:

There was a great commotion

All of them hurried to give up their lives

And none was to be outdone by the other

The captives all queued up in rows

Early everyday as the dawn broke

Hundreds of heroic men dedicated a hundred heads
With the cry ‘hail to the Guru’ on their lips.

Tagore used the same context to write another
poem several years later in 1935. The selfless courage
with which Bhagat Singh had embraced martyrdom and
hundreds of Sikhs embraced the gallows during the days
of civil disobedience in the 1930s inspired him the bring
up the memory of a young captive in Banda Bahadur’s
train. It was with Bhagat Singh’s young face in mind that
he must have written of the boy Nihal Singh :

Nihal Singh was a young lad

In his young and composed face

Shone the radiance of his heart

His silent eyes spoke of

The morning prayer of the pilgrims.

His lithe young figure

Stood like a statue sculpted by some divine artist
With the instrument of lightning.

He was not more than eighteen or nineteen
Like a sapling of oak

Which had raised its head

And yet it could
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Still wave to the southerly wind.
His entire body and mind

Was full of the brim

With the unending force of life.

Nihal Singh’s mother had moved the Mughal
official Sayyid Abdullah Khan saying that her son was
merely a captive forcibly taken away by Banda’s forces
from home and he was not really a Sikh. The Governor
sent orders for his release, but the boy was not ready to
save his own life at the cost of his religion. He proudly
declared that he was a Sikh and went to the gallows
with the zeal of a devout Sikh.

The boy s face reddened

In despair and shame

He spoke with a great vehemence,

‘I don 't want to live with a resort to lies

In truth lies my ultimate emancipation
I am a Sikh.’

Equally valiant proved to be Banda Bahadur’s
young son, whom Banda had been ordered to kill with
his own hands. Tagore has added a poignant description
of his moments in the poem ‘Bandi Bir :

Banda did not speak

Slowly he drew the small boy

close to him.

For a moment he rested his right hand
On the head of the boy

Then only once did he kiss

The red turban on the boy s head.
Thereafter very slowly he took out

His knife from his waistband

Looking intently at the boy s face

He whispered slowly in his ears ‘hail to the Guru
There is nothing to fear my boy’.

Yet more touching was the boy’s response. For a
true Sikh boy fear was a thing unheard of. Unlike some
frail young lad this lion cub responded like a worthy
son of his father.

His young face flushed with

a fearless courage

He took the court by surprise

Singing in his young voice

‘Hail to the Guru, there is nothing to fear’
And looked at Banda.

Banda folded him with

his left hand

And with his right hand

He forced the knife in the chest of his son.
The boy fell to the ground with the words
‘Hail to the Guru.’

Tagore had known Punjab very early in his life. He had
visited the Hari Mandir with his father when he was only
Continued on Page 11
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Alakh Niranjan

Khalsa Raj on the Borders of Delhi

twelve. The heroic tales of the Sikhs must have appealed
early to his imagination. Later as he grew up he read
more in the texts of learned historians and wanted to build
up a new India on Sikh ideals of heroism, self-sacrifice
and martyrdom. The country needed many such
freedom fighters to achieve its independence from foreign
masters.

India is no longer a country under foreign
subjection. We have achieved our independence. But
even today we need courageous and selfless heroes like
Guru Gobind Singh and Banda Bahadur to carry on the
struggle against the many evils menacing our society
like communalism, caste and gender discrimination.
Tagore had wished the Punjab to lead the nation.
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Maharob uthe bandhan tute

Kare bhaibhanjan.

Baksher pashe ghana ullashe

Ash’ baje Jhan Jhan

Punjab aji garaji uthilo Alakh niranjan.

(‘O the formless and the colourless’

Rises the cry and the bonds are snapped
And all the fear is gone.

The sword sings close to the heart

With a cry of intimacy

The Punjab today cries out in the name of
The formless and the colourless.)

Courtesy : 557 der fhw go/eq: Hos iy #9a%
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